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The River Guardian

Au Sable River Property Owners Alliance
2024 Fall Newsletter

From the President, Adolph “Dolph” Greenberg:

I trust you all have recovered from the election. We need your support now more than ever as we
continue our work to protect the pristine watershed we cherish and facilitate and enhance your
stewardship of it. We are actively engaged in several mission mandated projects/actions, each of
which enhance or will enhance your enjoyment of our environment. We welcome any comments
and suggestions (greenbam(@miamioh.edu)(arpoa.mi@gmail.com).
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Some Board membership changes:

Micki Levin, a longtime member of the BOD and Vice-President, has retired from the Board. Her
service to ARPOA has been exemplary and she will be sorely missed. David Long, BOD Secretary,
has agreed to serve as interim Vice-President.

Julie Gibbs, our communications consultant, has also stepped down. Her work on ARPOA’s behalf
has also been exemplary, and she will be missed as well.

John Grenke has joined the BOD as an alternate until the election in July. John is an attorney who
specializes in Non-Profit law.

Board actions:

Membership Categories - We have revised membership dues form to reflect new contributor
levels (Tributary, Mainstream, Watershed & Ecosystem). This action does not increase dues, but
would provide more clarity regarding membership levels and it is more fun.

Website and Facebook - We are in the process of deconstructing and reconstructing our website
and Facebook page. Initial changes to the website have been made and much more to follow. Sorry
for any inconvenience.

Short-Term Rentals - STRs are governed by the DNR’s Natural Rivers Act of August 1990, and
the Grayling Township Zoning Ordinance section 4.12 - Natural Rivers Act. In response to the
emergence of several cases of non-compliance with these rules, ARPOA has provided substantial
input during the review process the GRZO commission recently undertook. The commission
approved a licensing fee of $650.00/yeat, 3 bedrooms max., 8 occupants max. (a compromise for
ARPOA) and no cap in the number of STRs allowed in the Township.

Strategic Planning - The BOD is developing a strategic plan which will allow us to assess our
strengths, areas in which we need to work, and how we can improve the execution of our mission
into the future. As mentioned, if you have suggestions as to activities of the board that you would
like to see, please send those along to us.

SAAB Issue:

As you know, the ARPOA Board of Directors voted to oppose the building of a SAAB munitions plant in
Grayling. We believe that any economic benefit would be meager compared to the adverse environmental
impact the annual testing of Saab ordinance at Camp Grayling would cause. In addition, the establishment of
a SAAB plant in Grayling would likely invite other arms dealers and contractors to seek operations in the
area. We are concerned that there has been little opportunity for the public to weigh in on a proposal that did
not originate locally, but rather is part of an agenda driven by the state government. We have attended
several meetings with SAAB and MEDC representatives to voice our concerns, and published an Op Ed in
the Traverse Record Eagle (see the ARPOA website to view this). As of now, the township government has
not approved the SAAB proposal although the state government has issued public statements that it is a done
deal.



Cedars for the Au Sable:

The Cedars for the Au Sable project is administered by the Au Sable River
Property Owners Alliance, and it has been a hugely successful effort over the
years under the extraordinary leadership of Howard Johnson. Cedar Day 2024
resulted in 500 more cedar seedlings in the ground - bringing our total to 28,000.
This is a volunteer effort with the following team leaders keeping everything
running smoothly: Rodney Ney — fence & Stakes, Susan Thiel — Sign in
table, Linda Kalita (ARPOA Board member) - Aluminum tags ...along
with husband Gary embossing each tag, David Smith — New
Membership, Carolyn Johnson — Luncheon, Nathan Hukill — Cedar Beer.
Also, thanks to Shirley Dillon for providing the Tuna Salad and her
homemade cookies. As an added bonus, David Smith was able to sign up
five new ARPOA members. Great work Howard and volunteers.



Purple Loosestrife Removal Project

Purple Loosestrife is a very aggressive invasive plant native to
Europe and Asia that was introduced to North America in the
1800s as a garden plant. It has since spread to wild areas and
degraded habitat for native plants and wildlife due to its fast
growth rates, effective seed dispersal mechanisms and tolerance
for a wide range of conditions. While native insects and diseases
keep the plant under control in Europe and Asia, it has no natural
predators here.

This plant can be identified by its large hot pink flower spikes that bloom from July through
September. Itis a tall plant ranging in height from 3’ to 7’ and has long green leaves with smooth
edges usually in opposite pairs going up the stem. There are many stems on each mature plant. The
stiff, 4-sided stems have ridges that you can feel and become woody at the base of mature plants.
Left unchecked, it forms massive, tall impenetrable stands that choke out native vegetation and take
over the waterways.

Purple Loosestrife has been a focus of the ARPOA for the past 15 years. We have come to the
realization that once it takes hold, it can never be completely eradicated. However, steps can be
taken to control and manage the spread. There are three broad categories in which invasive plants
are controlled:

Physical removal by cutting or digging. This is the best method for isolated plants and small
infestation areas and has been the focus of ARPOA volunteer efforts. Over 20 volunteer events
over the years have resulted in reducing Purple Loosestrife from the town of Grayling to McMasters
Bridge. The number of plants is less every year, making all the hard work of our volunteers
worthwhile.

Chemical removal through application of herbicide. This method can also be effective in controlling
small infestation areas. However, it is complicated, risky and requires a MDEQ Aquatic Waters
Permit. Itis not recommended for large infestation areas.

Biological control through the release of a natural predator. This method is recommended for
medium and large infestation areas. After years of testing in Europe and then North America,
several insects have been approved to control Purple Loosestrife here. The most common are the
Galerucella leaf-eating beetles. These beetles feed almost exclusively on purple loosestrife--they
defoliate leaves and prevent flowering and seed production. were first released in Saginaw Bay by
the Michigan DNR in 1994 which has resulted in a substantial reduction of Purple Loosestrife and
recovery of native vegetation in Saginaw Bay wetlands. During the mid-2010s, beetle releases were
done by ARPOA and other companion organizations in areas with the densest plant populations on
the Mainstream and South Branch. However, biological controls need to be reapplied.




On August 19, 2024, ARPOA volunteers spent the day removing Purple Loosestrife along the banks
of the Au Sable, Method 1. Normally a 2 V2 hour float from Penrod's Livery to Burton's Landing,
the group worked tirelessly for over 6 hours removing 19 bags worth of Purple Loosestrife.

Thanks to our 11 volunteers including David Smith & Marie Harrington, Suzanne & Mark
Ostahowski, Howard Johnson, Jim Lawless, John Hallman, Mike Clark, Anna Sylvester, Karen &
Bennett Sebestin. Special thanks to David Smith, former ARPOA President, who continues to
advocate for our river. This event would not have been successful without his knowledge and
instruction! We are also grateful to Jim Humes of Penrod's Canoe Livery who provided canoes and
kayaks for the cause.

More volunteer opportunities concerning the Purple Loosestrife Project will be announced next year
as we continue this effort. In addition to using Method 1, ARPOA is considering a beetle release
(Method 3) in Spring 2025 on a stretch of river on the Mainstream that has too large a density of
Purple Loosestrife Project to address with Method 1.




August 19, 2024 Volunteer Event

On behalf of your board of directors
Here's Wishing You a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season



