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It has been an interesting season on the Au Sable. An unprecedented ice storm
temporarily reshaped the river environment and caused inconveniences, but as we
know, nature does not make appointments. Living on the river demands adaptability,
yet the rewards are immeasurable.

At ARPOA, we are committed to protecting this incredible resource and ensuring

your continued enjoyment of it. We are actively engaged in a number of projects
aligned with our mission, all designed to enhance your experience and safeguard

the river for generations to come. Remember we are an incorporated, non-profit

501 (C) (3) organization dependent on the good will, support, and energy of volunteers.

Over the past year, ARPOA has represented property owners at township meetings
on important issues such as Short-Term Rentals (STR), PFAS contamination and
the SAAB munitions plant—all of which impact the health of the river, the
watershed, and our quality of life. We also now have a seat on the Upper Au Sable
Citizens Advisory Committee. More on our initiatives below.

Additionally, we are rebuilding our website and reviewing our bylaws.
Your thoughts are welcome! Please send comments and suggestions to:
greenbam(@miamioh.edu.




Save the Date: ARPOA Annual Meeting
o Saturday, July 19, 2025

= 3:00 to 5:00 PM

¥ Gates Lodge i

Come meet fellow property owners, enjoy food and drink, hear updates
on Alliance projects, listen to a guest speaker, and renew your membership.
We look forward to seeing you there!




Leadership Changes

Margot Surridge is stepping down from the Board and from her
officer roles overseeing Meetings and Grants. Margot previously
served as Treasurer and her thoughtful leadership will be greatly

missed by all.

As previously noted, John Grenke has been appointed as :
an alternate Board member and will be formally installed at ~
the July meeting. John, a lawyer specializing in nonprofit

law, has already been an invaluable legal advisor to ARPOA.

David Long has stepped down as Secretary and Interim I
Vice-President. We are grateful for his many contributions and ’ \)&
voice on the Executive Committee.

Suzanne Ostahowski will join the Board, first as an alternate and then as

a full Director following the July meeting. Suzanne brings an impressive
range of skills and experiences: Suzanne and her husband, Mark, have been
enjoying the river seasonally for nearly 40 years and now have a permanent
residence on the Holy Waters between Stephan and Wakeley, having moved
from Midland three years ago. A retired high school teacher, Suzanne taught
mathematics and computer science at Dow High School and previously
worked at Dow Chemical as a systems analyst. She holds degrees in
mathematics, computer science, and education, as well as a master’s

degree in mathematics and computer science education. Her past volunteer
experience includes work with the Literacy Council, Big Brothers Big Sisters,
Kirtland Community College, United Way campaigns, and several local
charities. Today she volunteers with Crawford County Meals on Wheels,
Grayling Community Garden, and the Crawford County Christian

Help Center Food Pantry. An avid canoeist, kayaker, fly fisher, and reader,
Suzanne 1s passionate about protecting the river she loves. She has already
volunteered with ARPOA projects such as Purple Loosestrife removal,
cedar planting, and the annual river cleanup—and now looks forward to
making an even greater contribution.






"0 newsletter, Purple Loosestrife is an aggressive
\ invasive plant threatening the river ecosystem.
- ARPOA has worked for 15 years to combat
‘-“\3\” its spread using: Physical Removal, (cutting and
. digging by volunteers), Chemical Treatment (requires an MDEQ
permit and specialized care) and Biological Control (release of natural predators).

This summer, we are launching a Galerucella beetle release to combat heavy
infestations. Each "pot" (grown by Kieser & Associates) contains 300400
beetles and will be released in dense areas along the Mainstream. Approved for
use by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1992, the beetles "stress" loosestrife,
stunting its growth allowing native plants to recover.

We thank Anglers of the Au Sable and the Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of
Trout Unlimited for grant support for this effort.

Volunteer Opportunity
We are planning a Purple Loosestrife removal canoe trip from Penrod’s
Livery to Burton’s Landing in late July or early August (date TBD).

If you would like to participate,

please email arpoa. mi@gmail.com.

Quick ID Guide for Purple Loosestrife:

Tall (3'-7") plant with hot pink flower

spikes (blooms July—September) {

Long, smooth-edged leaves in

opposite pairs stiff, square stems

(woody at the base). Unchecked, it forms - .
massive, impenetrable stands that choke out native
vegetation. Help us keep the niver healthy!



Camp Grayling’s proposed land and airspace expansions, due to the risks to river health, recreation, tourism,

and property values. The SAAB munitions plant, approved despite limited public input.
We voiced our concerns at multiple meetings and published an Op-Ed in the Traverse Record-Eagle.
We believe the environmental risks far outweigh any economic gains. We are now part of a loose coalition of groups

to closely monitor activities associated with the SAAB plant development and operation.

The Jailhouse Power Plant proposal, which would withdraw around 900 gallons of groundwater per minute,

more than Nestlé uses for its bottled water operations. This would threaten flow levels on the North Branch.

The Board of Directors continues to monitor and will take action where appropriate.







Our Board

Officers

President: Adolph “Dolph” Greenberg
Vice-President: TBD

Secretary: TBD

Treasurer: Karen Sebestin
Communications: Paul Weideman
Grants and Meetings: Margot Surridge

Directors

Cam Reed

Linda Kaleita

Ben Pint1

James Hawley

Timothy Mayotte

John Blakemore

David Long

John Grenke - Alternate
Suzanne Ostahowski - Alternate

Be Safe, Enjoy the River, and Stay Involved!
Thank you for being part of our river
community. Your support and

participation make a real difference.




